Pastor’s Sermon Thought

When believers assemble to celebrate the ordinances, there
are present messengers unseen by human eyes. There may be a Judas in the
company, and if so, messengers from the prince of darkness are there, for
they attend all who refuse to be controlled by the Holy Spirit. Heavenly
angels also are present. These unseen visitants are present on every such
occasion. There may come into the company persons who are not in heart
servants of truth and holiness, but who may wish to take part in the service.
They should not be forbidden. There are witnesses present who were
present when Jesus washed the feet of the disciples and of Judas. More than
human eyes beheld the scene.

Christ by the Holy Spirit is there to set the seal to His

own ordinance. Heisthere to convict and soften the heart. Not a look,
not a thought of contrition, escapes His notice. For the repentant,
brokenhearted one He is waiting. All things are ready for that soul's
reception. He who washed the feet of Judas longs to wash every heart from
the stain of sin.

None should exclude themselves from the Communion

because some who are unworthy may be present. Every
disciple is called upon to participate publicly, and thus bear witness that he
accepts Christ as a personal Saviour. It is at these, His own appointments,
that Christ meets His people, and energizes them by His presence. Hearts
and hands that are unworthy may even administer the ordinance, yet Christ
isthere to minister to His children. All who come with their faith fixed upon
Him will be greatly blessed. All who neglect these seasons of divine
privilege will suffer loss. Of them it may appropriately be said, "Y e are not
al clean.”

In partaking with His disciples of the bread and wine,

Christ pledged Himself to them as their Redeemer. He
committed to them the new covenant, by which all who receive Him
become children of God, and joint heirs with Christ. By this covenant every
blessing that heaven could bestow for this life and the life to come was
theirs. This covenant deed was to be ratified with the blood of Christ. And
the administration of the Sacrament was to keep before the disciples the
infinite sacrifice made for each of them individually as a part of the great
whole of fallen humanity. -- Desire of Ages, pg
656



